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THROUGHOUT the centuries there have been 

chosen souls who have had special devotion to 

the Holy Face. Among the most illustrious were 

St. Augustine, St. Bernard, St. Gertrude the 

Great and St. Mechtilde. One of the most 

beautiful hymns in honor of the Face of Jesus [O 

Sacred Head] was composed by St. Bernard 

(1153); another was written by St. Bonaventure 

(1274). These Saints worshiped in a special 

manner the thorn-crowned head of Christ. The 

aim of the Church in propagating devotion to the 

Holy Face is to impress ever more deeply on the 

minds of the faithful the memory of the sufferings of Our Lord, that they may nourish sorrow for their 

sins and an ardent desire to make reparation for the offenses committed against the Divine 

Majesty.  

With wonderful clearness our Saviour impressed upon St. Gertrude the Great, how beneficial it is 

for a soul to meditate upon His sufferings and the great consolation He derives from the 

compassion thus offered Him. One day the Saint beheld Our Lord in the pitiable state in which He 

was bound to a pillar between two executioners, one of whom tore His flesh with thorns while the 

other lashed Him with scourges. Both of them struck Him on the Face, which was so disfigured that 

the sight of It filled Gertrude with bitter grief. During the remainder of her life she could not restrain 

her tears whenever she remembered this sorrowful vision. It seemed to her as though Jesus turned 

His Face from side to side, but each time He did so, He was only struck the more cruelly by the 

other executioner.  

"Tell me, O Lord," exclaimed St. Gertrude, "the remedy that can soothe the sufferings of Thy 

Divine Face." Jesus replied: "If anyone meditates upon My sufferings with tenderness and 

compassion, his heart will be to Me as a soothing balm for these wounds."  

Frequently during her meditations St. Gertrude saw the Divine Countenance of our Saviour 

resplendent as the sun, illuminating priests, inflaming the devout and converting sinners. Once she 

asked why the blessed Countenance of our Redeemer shone like the sun, and she received this  
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Explanation: "Like the sun, My Countenance 

illuminates, warms and fructifies." On one occasion 

when St. Gertrude, filled with compassion at the 

Adorable Face, wounded and disfigured, asked Our 

Lord for a special grace for those who would practice 

this devotion.  

 

From His Divine lips she heard this consoling promise: 

"All those who meditate frequently on the vision of 

My Divine Face, attracted by the desires of love, 

shall receive within them, through My Humanity, a 

bright ray of My Divinity, which shall enlighten 

their inmost souls so that they shall reflect the 

light of My Countenance in a special manner 

throughout eternity."  

St. Mechtilde, sister to St Gertrude, was also a mystic 

of the Holy Face! Overcome with ardour, St. Mechtilde 

once exclaimed to her sisters: "Let us all, full of holy desire, hasten to venerate the sweetest 

Countenance of Our Lord, which will in Heaven be our all-all that a glorified soul can desire." 

On one occasion when this Saint had asked Our Lord to grant that those who celebrate the memory 

of His sweet Face should never be deprived of His amiable company, He replied in these precious 

words: "Not one of them shall be separated from Me." The Lord then pronounced this blessing: 

"The splendour of My Countenance be their eternal rejoicing."  

The great servant of God, St. Edmund of Canterbury, was accustomed to pray:  

"May I expire from ardent desire of beholding the Face of Our Lord Jesus Christ."  

St. Vincent de Paul once sought vainly to convert a sinner. At length, presenting a picture of the 

Holy Face to the dissolute youth, he said, "I entreat you to look at this picture for one moment 

every evening before you retire." "Is that all?" interrupted the young man, laughing. "Nothing 

more; that will suffice," replied Vincent de Paul with an earnest smile, and the Saint and sinner 

parted. The first night, the sinner laid the image aside unmoved. The second night, it seemed more 

pitiable. Soon he found it tedious to always look at the same picture, but he continued to do so 

eight, ten, twelve days, because he had promised St. Vincent he would do so. On the 13th day, 

changed and contrite, he sought the Saint and exclaimed: "I wish to go to Confession. I can bear 

it no longer! The Countenance of my Saviour, streaming with blood and tears, reproaches 

me too bitterly! I will return to God and make my peace with Him." And he remained true to his 

resolution. 

Last week, we saw that Jesus’ Holy Face effects true contrition in the beholder, like St Peter. 

Let us this week meditate on our sins before an image of the Holy Face of Jesus. 
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For an Ireland where God is First, Life is Sacred and the Family is Cherished 

Reg. Charity No.: 20029814     CHY11138 20029814 

Human Life International Ireland, The Guadalupe Centre, Main Street, 

Knock, Claremorris, Co.Mayo, F12 K709 To unsubscribe click here:  

 

 
Call to Action: HLI Ireland aims to get the Holy Face of Jesus into every parish internationally. 

 
Partner with us, become a HLI Ireland ally and Holy Face missionary to the world. 

Become familiar with the Holy Face devotion, through books, videos and talks.  Pray the prayers 
for your priests to come to know the Holy Face. Embed the prayers in your parish by praying them 
all in one or recite just one of the five prayers daily over five days e.g. Mon to Fri.. Organise events: 

video showings, book clubs, prayer meetings onsite and online. Contact us at: 
info@theholyface.com and let us know if we can help. 

For an overview of the 
devotion go to our website 

right: 

  
www.theholyface.com 

 
History & Promises of  the Holy 

Face devotion: >>> 
 

Click History  & Promises 

 
Live international Holy Face 
prayers weekly: >>> 
  

  
  
 

Click right to order medals or 
an array of materials in our 

prayer packs 
  

Donate / Click right to pay by 
card / Paypal 

  
or scan your phone’s QR 
reader to donate: right… 

  
  
  

 
Sundays / holy days at 6pm & 

Tuesdays at 3.30pm Irish time / GMT on the following social 
media pages 

 www.facebook.com/theholyface & www.youtube.com/
theholyface 

  

Medals                         Prayerpacks 

  
 Click Donate / Paypal 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Do you want to receive the latest issue of this newsletter every Tuesday by email?  

If so , hit subscribe here: 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001nhII3vm6YRO9bTh_K1phqA%3D&ch=38963990-7c1a-11e3-ba5e-d4ae52754dbc&ca=ce6ab6d2-caca-4494-abee-7aa3e150298e
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http://www.theholyface.com
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https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=6PRwEgeUsdVTerfQbsOpZ8fwHF8AmhXoqsVZatsgplGU5D_2ZfTxrEIKh9biQairYDD-NOV6OJ85nmaM
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